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A Study on the Circulation and Transmission of
Northern Chinese Ceramics in Japan

—Focusing on Products from the Cizhou Type Ware

TOKUDOME, Daisuke

The importation of Chinese ceramics into Japan began in earnest around the 9th to 10th
centuries. Influenced by trade routes originating in Southern China, ceramics from southern kilns
such as Jingdezhen, Longquan, and Fujian dominated the market. However, ceramics from northern
China—such as Ding, Yaozhou, and Cizhou kilns—or those influenced by their techniques, also
circulated in significant quantities. This paper examines the circulation and reception in Japan of such
Northern Chinese ceramics, particularly products of the Cizhou type ware.

Products of Cizhou type ware have been excavated from sites across a wide area, from Okinawa
to Tohoku, spanning the late 11th to the late 17th century. A characteristic feature is that the sites
where they are found are predominantly those with an upper-class character, such as the residences of
nobles and samurai warriors, and temples. In terms of vessel types, jars (and large jars) are the most
common, followed by bottles and basins. This composition differs significantly from southern Chinese
ceramics, which feature many bowls and plates. The prevalence of 14th-century jars is particularly
noteworthy. These were initially imported as containers for export goods, then used as storage vessels or
ritual implements. Later, they were passed down as tea utensils, such as jars used in the tea preparation
room. Additionally, some bowls and dishes from the 15th to 17th centuries were used as matcha tea
bowls. However, the designs characteristic of the Cizhou type ware were not recognized as Chinese in
Japan at the time; instead, they were understood as products from the Korean Peninsula, referred to as
“E-Gorai (Painted Goryeo).”

As described above, the reception of Chinese ceramics in Japan centered on southern Chinese
ceramics, forming the concept of karamono (Chinese goods). However, the limited quantity of ceramics
from northern China were also recognized as precious imported goods. At times, they were not even

considered Chinese products, occupying a distinct position separate from southern Chinese ceramics.
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