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A Study and Analysis on Calligraphic Expressions of the Edo Period (2)

KASASHIMA, Tadayuki

From the late Edo period, the exchange between Japanese and Chinese cultures of calligraphy
were increasingly strengthened, and the context of the Japanese history of calligraphy was reviewed and
updated. In other words, this was a review and change in the historical understanding backed by the
perspective of Japanese-Chinese cultural exchange. Thus, teaching and learning of Chinese calligraphy
methods came to be commonly discussed as equally as traditions of Japanese calligraphy. In response
to such changes, researchers of the Japanese history of calligraphy argued for the independence and
authenticity of traditional Japanese culture.

These disciplinary turns were in part due to the spread of interests towards Chinese culture,
but is also related to how karays (Chinese style) is narrated in the history of calligraphy that was only
recorded in text during the modern period.

The understanding of the Japanese history of calligraphy was, after the Heian period, built
according to the stylistic flow seen in imperial court culture, and in the Edo period, discussed as a
widely encompassing cultural phenomena of text expressions that became widespread to the general
people. Later, the understanding of the history of Japanese calligraphy shaped during the modern
period was founded on the fact that Chinese calligraphy methods were imported and had evolved
respectively during the Kamakura, Muromachi and Edo periods. Thus, parts that were undiscussed
in the past understanding of calligraphy history were added and organized, but on the other hand, it
has led to the idea that the expressiveness and characteristics of Japanese calligraphy originates from
Chinese calligraphic methods.

This article reviews such discourse and reinvestigates the reception and understanding of
Chinese calligraphic methods in Edo period Japan. Particularly, the article refers to the reinvestigation
of inherited materials from other scholarly articles and provides a report on the current state of Chinese
calligraphic works in the collection of the Idemitsu Museum of Arts. Lastly, the article concludes by

reconsidering the essence behind the challenges regarding the handling of karays artworks.
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