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'The Background of Tanomura Chikuden's
“Ryoigii-cho (Album of Fleeting Impression)”

TANAKA, Den

“Rydigii-cho (Album of Fleeting Impression)" is an album-style work painted by the late Edo
period artist Tanomura Chikuden (1777-1835) for his friend Hashimoto Chikuka (1790-1862) of
Onomichi.

Regarding the origin of the painting’s title word rydigai (fleeting impression), it was
traditionally believed to derived from the Chinese historical text Zizhi Tongjian (Comprehensive
Mirror to Aid in Government). However, upon renewed scrutiny, it was determined to originate from
the work Baohuitang Ji (The Hall of Treasured Paintings) by the Northern Song Dynasty scholar Su
Shi. Baohuitang Ji is an essay by Su Shi about a facility for storing and appreciating paintings built by
his friend Wang Shen.

Chikuden likely had three intentions for attributing this essay as the source for the inscription
on this work. First, to liken Chikuka, an avid painting collector, to Wang Shen, a historically renowned
art collector.

Second, to overlay this work—which primarily depicts small motifs like insects, birds, and
aquatic creatures—with the important term “weiwu” (meaning small and insignificant things) found in
the Baohuitang Ji.

Third, to serve as a warning against excessive painting collection. In Baohuitang Ji, Su Shi
states, “The ruler delights in objects by entrusting his spirit to them, but he does not become attached
to the objects themselves.” This is an ironic commentary on Wang Zhen, who collected paintings
without restraint. At the time of this work’s creation, the painting collecting was intensifying among
Chikuka and Takeda’s circles. Several years prior, a dispute over Chinese paintings had erupted between
Chikuka and his friend, the Confucian scholar Rai Sany6. Chikuden was deeply concerned that art
works could potentially destroy friendships.

Chikuden concludes that he created this work with the intention of cautioning Chikuka

against “attachment to things themselves” and of evoking a spirit that cherishes the “weiws.”
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