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Research Note: On Artistic Activities Surrounding Ikkyt,
Beginning on His Portraits

—Focusing with Examples in the Shinju-an Collection

TATEHATA, Atsuko

Art works created around Ikkya Sojun are diverse, ranging from calligraphy, portraiture,
portraits of Patriarchs, Buddhist paintings, and flower-and-bird paintings to landscape paintings.
Moreover, the number of such works preserved in connection with a single master is extraordinarily
substantial. Among these, Shinju-an, established after Ikky@’s death, is a sub-temple central to the
Ikkya school, and it houses numerous major works related to Ikkyt. Many bear Ikkyt’s inscriptions.
Among them, the portrait of Bodhidharma (of Kansei 6 (1465)) bears the red-ink square seal of “Bokkei”
without a border and the red-ink round seal of “Saiyo.” Its high artistic skill and seals lead it to be
considered standard work by Bokkei. Similarly housed at Shinju-an, the portrait of Rinzai Gigen only
bears Ikkyd’s inscription and seal and has no other stamps, yet it has long been regarded as a work by
Bokkei, much like the above-mentioned Bodhidharma painting.

In the previous paper, the author examined the circumstances surrounding the production of
Ikky@’s portrait paintings, focusing primarily on works from his middle age. Now, having gained the
opportunity to investigate these two paintings —Bodhidarma and Rinzai Gigen portraits—the author
attempts to reconsider the Soga school lineage, tracing it from Soga Bokkei through S6j6, Shasen, Soyo,
and Shosho. As an initial draft, this article presents research history and relevant literature. Regarding
the works themselves, the portrait of Ikkyt Sojun (of Kyotoku 2 (1453)), painted with colors on silk, in
the collection of the Idemitsu Museum of Arts, which also bears the red square seal of “Bokkei” without
a border and the red round seal of “Saiyo,” similar to the Bodhidharma painting. This allows to examine
the relationship between Ikkyn and Bokkei alongside the Bodhidharma painting held by Shinju-an.
Furthermore, the portrait of Rinzai Gigen in the Idemitsu collection shares the same design as the
Shinju-an version. Since other similar examples based on the Shinju-an model have been identified, I
will examine the possibility that this portrait of Rinzai Gigen spread as an Ikkyu-related portrait and

explore the background behind this phenomenon.
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