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[t6 Jakuch@’s Studies —

Learning from the Kano School and Song and Yuan Dynasty Painting

HIROMI, Nobuhiko

This article investigates the painter It6 Jakuch@’s (1716—1800) process of learning painting.
In the past, this issue has been theorized along with the words of Zen monk and poet Baisé Kenjo
(1719-1801) whom Jakucha had close relations with. Kenjo had stated that Jakucha first learned the
ways of the Kané school, then acquired the basics of Chinese painting from the Song and Yuan dynasty,
and finally turned to the studies of animals and plants. Indeed, Jakuchi’s works prove his words. On
the other hand, this rather straightforward learning process explained by Baisé may restrict further
discussions on Jakuchii’s career.

The two turning points in Jakuch@’s learning process are not strict divisions according to
specific points in time. Nor were past methods of painting forgotten after his painting methods
shifted across different periods. Rather, some examples prove that Jakucha had already demonstrated
expressions assumed to be from his later periods in earlier works.

In short, the methods he attained in each period of learning do not correspondingly appear in
specific pieces of work, but instead often coexist within a painting. For instance, his early work “Two
Cranes with Bamboo and Plum” (Idemitsu Museum of Arts, formerly in the Price Collection) has been
explained as a work that transformed and synthesized the cranes from Chinese paintings that Jakucha
himself had copied. However, at the same time, these two cranes had been a motif painted by Sessha
Toyo (1420—-1506?) and was traditionally painted by the Kané school painters. This article raises such

examples and attempts to untangle Jakuch@’s multi-layered process of learning painting.
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