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On Kobitsu Tekagami (Album of Exemplary Calligraphy Fragments)
“Minuyo-no-Tomo” (4)
— Focusing on the Included Calligraphy Fragments

KANEKO, Kaoru

The album of ancient exemplary calligraphy fragments “Minuyo-no-Tomo” (National Treasure),
in the collection of the Idemitsu Museum of Arts, is a standard reference book for the Kohitsu-ke
(literally meaning, ‘ancient calligraphy family’), the notable family of calligraphy connoisseurs, whose
business was appraising ancient calligraphy during the Edo period. It is considered as one of the “Three
Kohitsu Tekagami” together with “Moshiogusa” (National Treasure, in the collection of the Kyoto
National Museum), created by Rydhan (1790-1853), the 10th head of the Kohitsu-ke family and
“Kanbokujo” (National Treasure, MOA Museum of Art, Shizuoka), compiled by Ryocha (1655-1736)
of a branch family, Kohitsu Bekke. It has been thought that the album, “Minuyo-no-Tomo” is the work
compiled by the Kohitsu-ke family, and its content is noted for its similarity to “Moshiogusa.”

However, in the previous studies of this series, the author focused on the arrangement of
fragments in the albums (the order of the calligraphy fragments and overall composition) and compared
the three albums, and confirmed that each has distinct characteristics, reflecting the era and the
preferences of their creators (compilers). In other words, while “Moshiogusa” and “Minuyo-no-Tomo”
have been considered similar and attributed to the same person (Ryohan), it cannot be definitively
concluded that they were produced by the same individual.

Therefore, this paper focuses on the ancient calligraphy fragments included in both albums,
and by comparing and verifying the connections between the fragments common to both albums, it
examines their relationship and also discloses information regarding the inscriptions on the back side
of the albums mentioned in the previous paper. Furthermore, focusing on the ancient calligraphy
fragments included in the album “Minuyo-no-Tomo,” descriptions concerning the “Hyuga-gire”
fragments attributed to Prince Munetaka can also be confirmed in the Kohitsu-ke family materials
(in the collection of the KEIO Institute of Oriental Classics Shido Bunko Century Akao Collection).
Although a thorough investigation of these materials was not possible, I wish to mention them within

the scope of what is known to date.
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