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A Thought on Shuké Tea Bowls

— Focusing on Celadon Ware with Comb Pattern Decoration

TOKUDOME, Daisuke

Shuks Chawan (meaning "Shuké tea bowl," or also known as Shuki Seiji Chawan (meaning
"Shukoé celadon tea bowl")) is a karamono (Chinese items) tea bowl expressing the tastes of Shuko
(1422/1423-1502) who is praised as the founder of wabi-cha. The first appearance of the term
Shuks Chawan in tea ceremony records is said to be Tenbun 11 (1542) according to Matsuya Kai-
ki (Hisamatsu Chakai-ki). Later, until about the Tenshé period, they appear in tea ceremonies of
renowned tea masters such as Takeno J66 and Sen no Rikyt. However, Shuké tea bowls are also known
for the many mysteries. This is because its characteristics described in Zennd-ji Yakai-ki (Sokyi-hoka
Kai-ki) and Yamanoue Soji-ki do not exactly match with those of existing Shuké (celadon) tea bowls.
Further, they are undocumented in tea ceremony records after Tensho 10 (1582) but reappear in
Matsudaira Fumai’s (1751-1818) Unshi Kurachs (Catalogue of the Unsha Storehouse). Interestingly,
Fumai’s two tea bowls (Known as "Osozakura," Nezu Museum, and "Sanae," Itsuo Museum) were both
categorized as Shuko type in the Cha no Bu (Section of Tea) when Unshi Kuracho was edited, although
their forms and designs departed from the said type. Because they were mostly unused from the Tensho
period to the latter half of the 18th century, there exists a blank period regarding Shuké tea bowls. It is
possible that this accounts for the difference in the understandings of these chawan between the former
and latter halves of the 18th century. On the other hand, it is notable that there was a revived interest
in Shuko tea bowls during the latter half of the 18th century.

This paper re-organizes the studies on Shuké tea bowls and focuses on issues of production
location as well as the background on the popularity of Shuké tea bowls during the late Edo period.
The paper theorizes on such backgrounds by comparing sezji bowl excavated during the contemporary
period and those used at tea ceremonies, related antique tea bowls and examples seen from copy

sketches of Shuké tea bowls drawn by ceramicists in Kyoto.
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