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Recurring Elements of Kérin in Suzuki Kiitsu —A Study on the So-
called “Period of Sdsho Style Sign”

HIROMI, Nobuhiko

The objective of this paper is to reconsider the reception of Ogata Kérin (1658-1716) by
Suzuki Kiitsu (1796-1858).

Kiitsu was a student of Sakai Héitsu (1716—1828), responsible for being one of the painters
who led the Edo Rimpa style. His paintings can be divided into three periods as follows, according to
the characteristics of sign and seal:

Period I: Signs in Sashe Style; Bunka 10 (1813) — Tempé 3 (1832)
Period II: Use of Pseudonym “Kaikai”; Tempé 4 (1833) — Tempo 14 (1843)
Period III: Use of Pseudonym “Seisei”; Kboka 1 (1844) — Ansei 5 (1858)

In previous studies, it has been said that Kiisu became aware of Kérin's st].rle in the very last
of the second pericrd, strengﬂlening his inclination toward the latest years of the third period. But, the
recent discovery of the “Thirty-six Poetic Immortals and Cypress” (in the private collection) suggests
a necessity to re-examine such view. On the box in which it was stored has an inscription of Tempé 6
{1835), placing the work in the early stage of the second period. However, there is an inscription on
the painting which says “after the brushworks of Ggam Eébrin", clearl}r stating his admiration toward
Korin.

If we are to seriously consider the emergence of this work, the inclination of Kiitsu toward
Kérin must be studied from much earlier works. This paper anal}rzes this work, then pmceeding to
works from the first perio-d. It is concluded that, not onl}r was Kbrin's artstic st}rle apparent in Kiitsu’s
latest periud, and alﬂmugh the intensity of influence may vary, it had been an important element in

Kiitsu throughout his career, its traits already apparent in his early works.
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