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Ukiyo-e¢ Landscape and Mirare (Pictorial Simile)—Hiroshige’s “Eight

Views of Kanazawa” and the Pictures of the Inland Sea

HIROMI, Nobuhiko

The depict[nn of acrual scenery in Japanese painting was pupularl}r done b}r literati painters
since the middle Edo period. However, many depicted Japanese natural SCenery mudeling on the
culture of Chinese predecessors. Eventually, Japanese scenery itself became an independent subject of
painting by breaking away from the double standard of Japanese and Chinese elements.

This paper concentrates on Utagawa Himshige (1797-1858), one of the mi':’:}'a—e artists of
the landscape painting category who witnessed the break away. How this turning point appeared in
Hin:-shige’s works is Pursuecl, ]:r].r spedﬁca].l].r stud}ring the landscapes tak.[ng scenes from Kanarawa in
Séshi (Sagami province).

Hiroshige’s series of “Eight Views of Kanazawa” (ca. Tempd 7 (1836), Shiba Kohei version) is
often considered to be the representative work of this genre. However, not all among the eight views
depict a specific landscape. Actual Japanese scenery is arranged within the framework of the “break
up” between Japan and China which can be observed in the title and the theme, as well as in the break
up berween past and present, in the wwka written in the print. The s}rmbolic work which shows the
breakaway from such condition is the print of “Eight Views of Kanazawa at Night” of Ansei 4 (1857).
Linear perspective is ernplo}recl in this nishiki-e trlpr}rch, le aving out the title and texts pertaining to the
scene, thus abandoning the framework of Chinese culture.

Similar phenumenon can be confirmed in the h[smr].r of landscape ué:}w—e prints that took
Enoshima of Sagami province as the subject martter. Lhis paper hc-pea to show the importance of
Himshige once again for eatablishing Independence, break[ng away from the framework of picturesque

scenery matured in Chinese culture.
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