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The Artistic Significance of the Quotations of Inspiration

in the Literary Designs of Kenzan Ware

KASHIWAGI, Mari

As opposed to the Omuro ware of Nonomura Ninsei who mainly produced tea ceramics such
as tea bowls, water jars and tea jars, many fine tableware (aiseki-gu) used alongside the tea ceremony
utensils were produced in Kenzan ware which was founded by Ogata Kenzan. In this paper, the
kaiseki-gu used especially in serving meals during the tea ceremony will be considered. The literary
designs of waka, Chinese poetry and né play jointly using pictures and characters are examined,
pmviding new indications and anal}rsis.

First of all, in Kenzan’s km'méi—gu, one sees that there are two patterns when he uses the literar}r
motifs; poetry may be cited either parl:ia].l}r or in full text. Then, in this article, the sources of citation
for items with Chinese poetry, will be clarified, and the relat[nﬂsh.[p between the entire poem and the
part cited will be studied.

It is to be pointed out that the part not selected in the poem is sometimes effectively

supplememed b}r picmrial motifs. The cited part in characters and the uncited part in images
successfully complement each other to visualize the world of poetry.
Then the artistic meaning of the use of citation in Kenzan ware is anal}rzed. In so duing, it is noted
that these items were tableware especia].l}r used for &azisehi meals in the tea ceremony, meaning that ﬂle}r
were used in special festive occasions. Poetry is painted on Kenzan ware by means of clear citation or
by suggestion. When food is placed on top, the literary meaning is temporarily obscured. But, as one
eats the food, the entire poetry is revealed.

It is thn-ught that J'eczim{’:'—gu of Kenzan ware absorbed the maki-¢ qualities from Ninsei's
Omuro ware. Kenzan only went further to proceed from mere appreciation to exploration of the
pla].d:u.l enjoyment of ].[IEIELI!‘J.F themes he found in its use as tableware. It is indeed this pla}rfulness that
was a continued tradition of crafts in Kyoto from the Heian to Kamakura period that was nurtured
through maki-e. In this sense, Kenzan is to be evaluated in the line of artists who rightfully continued
the tradition of Kyoto cmﬁsmanship.
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